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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 OVERVIEW  
1.1.1 The Mid Wales Regional Transport Plan (MWRTP) has been prepared by the Mid Wales Corporate 

Joint Committee (CJC) covering the Local Authorities of Powys and Ceredigion in response to the 
Welsh Government requirement for RTPs to be submitted by 2025.   

1.1.2 The plan preparation has been overseen by Transport Sub Committee of the CJC. The Plan is a 
statutory document for transport in the region. The two local authorities are working together to 
facilitate economic wellbeing, strategic development planning and transportation, ensuring access 
for all to services and opportunities, sustaining and improving the quality of community life, and 
making an active contribution to net zero of carbon and the quality of the environment, by delivering 
in partnership an integrated and affordable transport system in the region.   

1.1.3 The RTP complements the work of the local authorities in economic development and planning 
including the statutory plans and policies of two authorities. The Plan aims to address the key issues 
and opportunities for Mid Wales including:  

 Difficulties in gaining access to employment and services, particularly for those without a car 
and because of the need to travel long distances.  

 Poor opportunities for passing, pinch points and constraints on the strategic road network 
leading to increased disruptions and reduced journey time reliability for the movement of 
people and goods within the region and to key destinations outside of Mid Wales.  

 Increased risks to the resilience of the network through impacts of climate change, including 
flood risk.  

 Opportunities to increase mode share by walking wheeling and cycling modes and to 
improve the health and well-being of the local community and to continue to improve the 
road safety record.  

1.1.4 The Plan covers a detailed programme from 2025-2030 and a framework for schemes until 2040 
and beyond that the two local authorities will deliver subject to grant funding. It sets out a range of 
interventions and schemes for all modes of travel, some applying across both authorities and some 
locally based. The schemes respond to the issues for transport in the region and complement those 
being developed at the national level and across borders.  

1.2 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
1.2.1 The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of all engagement and consultation activities that 

have been undertaken as part of the development of the MWRTP. This includes details of who has 
been consulted, a summary of feedback received and an audit trail of the updates that have been 
made to the RTP based on engagement and consultation feedback.  

1.3 STRUCTURE 
 Chapter 2: Engagement activities to date summarising who has been consulted and the 

engagement methods. 
 Chapter 3: A summary of responses obtained during public consultation of the RTP. 
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 Chapter 4: A description of how the responses received from engagement and consultation 
have been incorporated into the final issue of the MWRTP.  
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2 STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES TO DATE  

2.1 OVERVIEW  
2.1.1 Stakeholder engagement has been crucial at all stages of the MWRTP development, particularly the 

following elements of the plan: 

 Case for Change 
 Vision and objectives 
 Policies  
 Schemes   

2.1.2 Appendix 4 of the MWRTP sets out the MWRTP Engagement Plan. It details the stakeholders who 
has been engaged with, along with details of how, when, and why. The Engagement Plan also 
provides details of the action taken to incorporate the feedback received during the stakeholder 
engagement.  

2.1.3 Table 2-1 summarises the range of organisations who were represented at the stakeholder 
workshops. Representatives from the transport sector, but also those representing the health sector, 
education, environment, business, freight, tourism, the third sector, neighbouring and cross-border 
local authorities were included in the stakeholder engagement for the MWRTP.  
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Table 2-1 - Summary of MWRTP Stakeholder Engagement Activities 

Stakeholder Engagement 
activities Attendees  Feedback Received How has the feedback informed the 

MWRTP? 

Two stakeholder 
workshops to inform 
development of MWRTP 
objectives and Case for 
Change (11.04.2024 and 
25.04.2024). Welsh 
translation service available 
at both workshops. 

Ceredigion CC and Powys CC (Elected 
Members and Officers); Welsh 
Government; TfW; Bannau Brycheiniog 
National Park Authority; Ceredigion 
Association of Voluntary Organisations 
(CAVO); Dyfed Powys Police; Heart of 
Wales Line; Mid Wales Manufacturing 
Group (MWMG); Network Rail; NPTC 
Group of Colleges; Sustrans Cymru; 
University of Wales Trinity Saint David 
(UWTSD). 

Access to employment, education and 
health care and challenges of rurality 
Stakeholders expressed concerns that at 
present services were focused around the 
most urban settlements in the region, while 
those living in rural areas having to travel 
considerable distances to access key 
services 

Public transport availability and 
transport poverty 
It was expressed by stakeholder that at 
present there is a lack of availability of 
public transport in Mid Wales, and that 
public transport services do not align 
closely consequently preventing long-
distance door-to-door public transport 
journeys 

Affordability and Journey time 
reliability 
Stakeholder raised questions surrounding 
the lack of investment into public transport 
services in mid-Wales, citing that 
investment is crucial to improve the 
operation of services to attract a greater 
number of users 

 

• Stakeholders provided feedback on 
the issues, opportunities, and 
interdependencies relating to 
transport in the region; and the draft 
MWRTP objectives. 

• Feedback has informed the 
development of the MWRTP 
objectives; the Case for Change; 
and the issues, opportunities and 
interdependencies identified in the 
MWRTP. 
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Stakeholder Engagement 
activities Attendees  Feedback Received How has the feedback informed the 

MWRTP? 

Road safety 
Road safety was cited as an important 
aspect of the transport system to maintain 
focus on, with stakeholders acknowledging 
the extensive road network in mid Wales 
and the need to maintain its performance 
to protect its uses 

Resilience to climate change 
Stakeholders were united in the 
importance of reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, stating that walking, cycling and 
wheeling infrastructure, alongside the 
conversion to electric and hydrogen 
vehicles may help towards this goal 

Three MWRTP Working 
Group meetings 
(07.05.2024, 07.06.2024 
and 18.07.2024). 

Ceredigion CC and Powys CC Officers 
(including representatives from Highways, 
Transportation and Planning); Welsh 
Government; TfW. Elected Members 
attended the 07.06.2024 and 18.07.24 
meetings to discuss the draft MWRTP 
objectives and policies. 

Objectives 

• General agreement on the objectives 
and the importance of the WTS's 
stance on sustainable growth being 
considered within the policies 

• Regional issues need to be identified 
and mentioned within the objectives, 
including digital connectivity 

• ULEV objective could be reworded to 
'an increase in the use of...' 

• There needs to be an objective around 
non-transport processes that influence 
transport, such as land use planning 

• Unanimous agreement to change the 
walking and cycling objective to 

• Stakeholders provided feedback on 
the draft objectives; content of the 
MWRTP; and MWRTP projects. 

• Feedback has informed the 
development of objectives and the 
content of the MWRTP, e.g. the 
need to emphasise the Climate and 
Nature Emergency. 
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Stakeholder Engagement 
activities Attendees  Feedback Received How has the feedback informed the 

MWRTP? 

include wheeling, to be more inclusive 
to all user groups 

Vision 

• The vision needs to clear in terms of 
what is 'ambitious' and what we should 
all be working towards anyway 

Other 

• An Equalities Impact Assessment 
needs to be undertaken as it is a 
statutory process within the Local 
Authorities 

• There is a need to include the 
importance rail and integration with rail 
from other modes 

• Need to weave the climate and nature 
emergency throughout the RTP 

Two stakeholder 
workshops to inform 
development of MWRTP 
vision, objectives, policies, 
and projects (09.07.2024 
and 10.07.2024). Welsh 
translation service available 
at both workshops. 

Ceredigion CC and Powys CC (Elected 
Members and Officers); Welsh 
Government; TfW; Network Rail; Sustrans; 
Growing Mid Wales; Bannau Brycheiniog 
National Park; Eryri National Park; North 
and Mid Wales Trunk Road Agent 
(NMWTRA); Ceredigion Association of 
Voluntary Organisations (CAVO); Powys 
Association of Voluntary Organisations 
(PAVO); Hywel Dda Health Board; Welsh 
Ambulance Services NHS Trust; Visit 
Wales; Natural Resources Wales and 

Vision 

• The vision needs to reflect that the rural 
nature of the region is different to that 
of other regions in Wales, and 
aspirations of the MWRTP need to 
consider the challenges associated with 
rurality 

• The need to accurately frame the 
issues the region currently faces in 
order to create a vision which is fit for 
purpose 

• Stakeholders provided feedback on 
the draft MWRTP vision and 
objectives; and MWRTP policies 
and schemes.  

• Feedback has informed 
development of the MWRTP vision 
and objectives; the MWRTP 
policies; and the schemes with the 
RTDP. 
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Stakeholder Engagement 
activities Attendees  Feedback Received How has the feedback informed the 

MWRTP? 

Chair of Timber Transport Forum; 
Federation of Small Businesses; Midlands 
Connect; Rail Freight Group; Heart of 
Wales Line; Friends of the Heart of Wales 
Line Trail; Go Safe; Pembrokeshire County 
Council; Swansea Council; Telford and 
Wrekin Council. 

• The need to construct a plan that 
supports the people of mid-Wales, and 
the necessity to protect and enhance 
the prosperity of communities of all 
scale 

• The vision must reflect the ambition in 
mid-Wales to decarbonise, and that 
decarbonisation is a real driver for 
transformational change 

Objectives  

• The objectives in their current form 
could be applied to any region across 
Wales. The importance of creating a 
vision which is tailored to the region 
and it’s challenges and aspirations 

• The objectives need to reflect a desire 
to depart from fossil fuel consumption, 
and that it is important that objectives 
demonstrate ambition to do so 

• Objectives in their draft form focused 
solely on the transportation of people, 
and that there was no objective to 
tackle the transformation of goods 

• It was stated that some objectives were 
too similar, raising that there was 
potential for confusion if objectives 
weren’t distinguishably from one-
another 
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Stakeholder Engagement 
activities Attendees  Feedback Received How has the feedback informed the 

MWRTP? 

Policies  
• The importance of education and health 

sectors must be reflected in policies, 
particularly access to these sectors 

• Policies must highlight the importance 
of freight, identifying that modal shift of 
freight and small parcel freight is 
equally as important as passenger 
vehicles 

• Policies must not operate in isolation, 
stating that policies can work effectively 
in conjunction with one another 

Schemes 

• The potential for cross-collaboration 
between public and private sector, 
stating that there is an appetite to do so 
to continue to develop innovative 
schemes for the mid-Wales region 

• There is potential offered by the EV 
industry, and that schemes in mid-
Wales should consider decarbonisation 
to unlock new opportunities in this area 
and contribute towards Net-Zero 
ambitions 

Two stakeholder 
workshops to inform the 
development of MWRTP 
policies and schemes in the 
RTDP (01.10.24 and 
08.10.24) 

Ceredigion CC and Powys CC; Welsh 
Government; TfW 

Policies and Objectives 

• Objectives not considered SMART but 
in terms of what they are trying to fulfil it 
is in line with national policy 

• Stakeholders provided feedback on 
the MWRTP policies and schemes 
within the RTDP. 

• Feedback has informed the 
development of MWRTP policies 
and schemes. 
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Stakeholder Engagement 
activities Attendees  Feedback Received How has the feedback informed the 

MWRTP? 

• The policies need to be specific and 
focus on what the Local Authorities will 
deliver against  

• The RTP policies and schemes in the 
delivery plan are important to secure 
funding  

• Rail is key to enabling sustainable 
travel 

Delivery Plan 

• Plan needs to be flexible enough for 
whatever funding is available in the 
future 

• Specific updates were suggested on 
the wording of some schemes  
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2.1.4 In addition to the engagement identified in the Engagement Plan, the development of the MWRTP 
has also been informed by the results of previous engagement exercises undertaken across the 
region, such as the Powys and Ceredigion Well-being Assessments which included engagement 
with groups with protected characteristics. 

2.1.5 Public Service Board Plans for both Local Authorities undertook extensive public consultation which 
included young people to include all schools, disability groups, as well as attempting to bridge the 
data gaps for those with protected characteristics. The PSB’s held stakeholder events to target 
groups of people who were seldom heard, those with protected characteristics and people who may 
suffer socio-economic disadvantage to ensure their views and needs were taken into consideration 
when forming actions to request better and improved access to public transport and travelling 
sustainably. 
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3 PUBLIC CONSULTATION  

3.1 OVERVIEW  
3.1.1 Growing Mid Wales functions as the region’s CJC, and is responsible for regional transport planning, 

strategic land-use planning, and promoting economic well-being. The Mid Wales region is one of 
four established CJCs in Wales by Welsh Government and looks to enhance local democracy and 
accountability by integrating decision-making processes in three critical areas: Regional Transport 
Planning, Strategic Development Planning, and Economic Wellbeing. 

3.1.2 The MWRTP has been developed to identify how the region will help the delivery of the Welsh 
Governments National Transport Strategy and transform transportation in the region. 

3.1.3 The MWRTP has been developed in partnership with Ceredigion and Powys County Councils, 
guided by the Welsh Government's Llwybr Newydd: Wales Transport Strategy 2021. Public 
consultation was a critical step in this process, offering members of the public an opportunity to 
shape the plan. 

3.1.4 The public consultation took place between the 4th February and 4th April 2025 and residents, 
businesses and visitors were invited to share their thoughts on the proposals and contribute to 
shaping the region’s transport future by filling out a consultation survey. A copy of the consultation 
survey is set out in Appendix A.   

3.2 EQUALITY MONITORING  
3.2.1 To understand if the online public consultation survey reached the right people in accordance with 

the Equality Act 2010 and to understand how different groups may be affected by the MWRTP 
proposals, a series of optional equality monitoring questions were asked as part of the survey. 
These questions identified that a range of age groups between ages 15 and 65+ responded to the 
survey, with the use of an online survey rather than in person events not limiting the number of 
responses received. Targeted social media posts and advertising were also considered in promoting 
feedback on the survey.  

3.3 STATUTORY CONSULTATION 
3.3.1 A separate statutory consultation was undertaken with Statutory Environmental Bodies on the 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) aligning to 
the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes (Wales) Regulations 2004. In line with 
Regulations 13, Natural Resource Wales and Cadw, as statutory agencies defined under the SEA 
Regulations, were asked to comment on the SEA and HRA and associated MWRTP documents.   

3.4 PUBLIC CONSULTATION FEEDBACK  
3.4.1 The public consultation survey asked respondents for feedback on the following elements of the 

MWRTP: 

 Objectives 
 Policies 
 Schemes  
 Open ended questions – allowing for other comments to be submitted  
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3.4.2 The following pages set out the responses provided to these questions during the public 
consultation. 

3.5 RTP OBJECTIVES  
3.5.1 The vision and objectives set out what the MWRTP aims to achieve and how it will address the 

issues identified, whilst also aligning to the priorities and ambitions of the WTS. The vision and 
objectives have also been informed by stakeholder feedback received through engagement 
activities.  

3.5.2 The long-term vision for the MWRTP is for: 

3.5.3 The MWRTP’s outcome-focused objectives are: 

 OB1: To improve access for all to employment, education, healthcare, and other key services, 
including access to areas of recreation (such as National Parks) and improved links between 
communities, which recognises the importance of accessibility to social inclusion and social 
connection. 

 OB2: To enable, encourage and make it easy for people to choose more sustainable transport 
and travel options, through increased knowledge, confidence, choice, availability, attractiveness, 
and public engagement. 

 OB3: To improve strategic transport connectivity within and beyond Mid Wales to support 
sustainable economic growth, freight, and tourism. 

 OB4: To achieve a modal shift to more sustainable modes of transport. 

 OB5: To increase levels of walking, cycling, and wheeling within Mid Wales. 

 OB6: To reduce the environmental impacts of transport, such as through a reduction in the use 
of fossil fuels, an increase in the use of ultra-low emissions vehicles and improved digital 
connectivity. 

 OB7: To improve resilience, safety and make better use of the existing transport system. 

 OB8: To improve interchange and integration between sustainable modes of transport within 
communities 

3.5.4 FEEDBACK RECEIVED ON OBJECTIVES  
3.5.5 The consultation survey asked for feedback on the relevance of the MWRTP objectives in 

addressing the challenges faced in the region. The following section sets out the feedback received 
on the relevance of the objectives.  

  

“An accessible, low-carbon, efficient, and well-connected rural transport system that supports 
sustainable economic growth, prosperous communities and a vibrant culture within the 

distinctive region of Mid Wales.” 
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OBJECTIVE 1: IMPROVING ACCESS FOR ALL  
3.5.6 Figure 3-1 shows the responses to Objective 1. A significant majority of respondents agreed that 

Objective 1 is overall relevant (70% of responses) in addressing the challenges faced in the region, 
with 52% choosing ‘highly relevant’ and 18% choosing ‘somewhat relevant’. However, a number of 
respondents also noted Objective 1 was ‘highly irrelevant’ (15%). On balance, there was a positive 
response to Objective 1. 

Figure 3-1 - Objective 1: Improving access for all feedback  
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OBJECTIVE 2: ENCOURAGING PEOPLE TO CHOOSE MORE SUSTAINABLE 
TRANSPORT AND TRAVEL OPTIONS  

3.5.7 Figure 3-2 shows the responses to Objective 2. A large proportion of respondents agree that 
Objective 2 is ‘highly relevant’ (38%). The remainder of responses (excluding the 10% who 
responded, ‘neither relevant not irrelevant’) are relatively evenly split between ‘somewhat relevant’ 
(18%), ‘highly irrelevant' (17%), ‘somewhat irrelevant’ (16%). This shows that while there is overall 
support for Objective 2, there are mixed opinions on its relevance to addressing the challenges 
faced in the region. This demonstrates the need for behaviour change policies to raise awareness of 
the benefits of sustainable transport.  

Figure 3-2 – Objective 2: Encouraging sustainable travel feedback 
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OBJECTIVE 3: IMPROVING STRATEGIC TRANSPORT CONNECTIVITY 
3.5.8 Figure 3-3 shows the responses to Objective 2. The majority of respondents agree that Objective 3 

is relevant (74% of responses) in addressing the challenges faced in the region, with 53% choosing 
‘highly relevant’ and 21% choosing ‘somewhat relevant’. However, 17% of respondents chose 
‘highly irrelevant’ (17%). On balance, there was a positive response to Objective 3. 

Figure 3-3 - Objective 3: Improving strategic transport connectivity feedback 
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OBJECTIVE 4: MODAL SHIFT TO MORE SUSTAINABLE MODES OF TRANSPORT   
3.5.9 Figure 3-4 shows the responses to Objective 4. From the results, 34% of responses noted that 

Objective 4 is ‘highly relevant’. The remainder of responses (excluding the 13% who chose ‘neither 
relevant not irrelevant’) were relatively evenly split between ‘somewhat relevant’ (19%), ‘highly 
irrelevant' (18%), ‘somewhat irrelevant’ (15%). This shows that while there is overall support for 
Objective 4, there are mixed opinions on its relevance to addressing the region’s challenges. This 
demonstrates the need for behaviour change policies to raise awareness of the benefits of 
sustainable modes of transport. 

Figure 3-4 - Objective 4: Modal shift to more sustainable modes of transport feedback 
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OBJECTIVE 5: INCREASE LEVELS OF WALKING, CYCLING AND WHEELING  
3.5.10 Figure 3-5 shows the responses to Objective 5. There are a similar number of responses for each 

answer, with ‘highly relevant’ and ‘highly irrelevant’ receiving 28% and 24% of responses, 
respectively. ‘Somewhat relevant’ also received 20% of responses, compared to 13% for ‘somewhat 
irrelevant’, showing overall slightly more positive satisfaction to Objective 5, although there is 
evidence of mixed opinions. This demonstrates the need for behaviour change policies to raise 
awareness of the benefits of walking, cycling and wheeling.  

Figure 3-5 - Objective 5: Increase levels of walking, cycling and wheeling feedback 
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OBJECTIVE 6: REDUCE THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF TRANSPORT  
3.5.11 Figure 3-6 shows the responses to Objective 6. A large proportion of respondents chose ‘highly 

relevant’ (36%). The remainder of responses are relatively evenly split between ‘somewhat relevant’ 
(18%), ‘somewhat irrelevant' (15%) and ‘highly irrelevant' (15%). A further 16% of respondents said 
the objective is ‘neither relevant nor irrelevant’. This shows that while there is overall support for 
Objective 6, there are mixed opinions on its relevance. This demonstrates the need for behaviour 
change policies to raise awareness of the benefits of sustainable travel to reduce the environmental 
impact of transport.  

Figure 3-6 - Objective 6: Reduce the environmental impacts of transport feedback 
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OBJECTIVE 7: IMPROVE THE RESILIENCE, SAFETY AND MAKE BETTER USE OF 
THE EXISTING TRANSPORT SYSTEM  

3.5.12 Figure 3-7 shows the responses to Objective 7. A significant majority of respondents agree that 
Objective 7 is overall relevant (72% of responses) in addressing the challenges faced in the region, 
with 47% choosing ‘highly relevant’ and 25% choosing ‘somewhat relevant’. However, a number of 
respondents also noted Objective 7 was ‘highly irrelevant’ (15%). This shows overall positive 
feedback for Objective 7. 

Figure 3-7 - Objective 7: Improve the resilience, safety and make better use of the existing 
transport system  
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OBJECTIVE 8: IMPROVE INTERCHANGE AND INTEGRATION BETWEEN 
SUSTAINABLE MODES OF TRANSPORT  

3.5.13 Figure 3-8 shows the responses to Objective 8. A significant majority of respondents agree that 
Objective 8 is overall relevant (68% of responses) in addressing the challenges faced in the region, 
with 42% choosing ‘highly relevant’ and 24% choosing ‘somewhat relevant’. However, a number of 
respondents also noted Objective 7 was ‘highly irrelevant’ (15%). This shows overall positive 
feedback for Objective 8. 

Figure 3-8 - Objective 8: Improve interchange and integration between sustainable modes of 
transport feedback 
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SUMMARY  
3.5.14 The survey results demonstrate that the highest performing objective was Objective 3 (To improve 

strategic transport connectivity within and beyond Mid Wales to support sustainable economic 
growth, freight, and tourism), of which 74% of respondents identified the objective to be relevant.  

3.5.15 The lowest performing objective was Objective 5 (To increase levels of walking, cycling, and 
wheeling within Mid Wales), of which 38% of respondents identified the objective to not be relevant 
in addressing the challenges faced by the region.  

3.5.16 It is, however, noted that overall, the objectives performed relatively well with more ‘relevant’ 
responses than ‘irrelevant’ across all eight objectives. 
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3.6 RTP POLICIES  
3.6.1 The policies of the MWRTP have been developed in line with the Welsh Government’s RTP 

guidance and aim to: 

 Achieve the vision and objectives of the MWRTP 
 Set the framework for the projects and programmes in the RTDP 
 Support the vision and ambitions of the WTS, with an emphasis on the three short-term 

priorities  
 Support the mini-plans and cross-cutting pathways within the WTS 

3.6.2 Within the MWRTP the policies have been categorised into the following categories:  

 Land-use planning policies 
 Accessibility policies 
 Behaviour change policies 
 Strategic connectivity policies 
 Modal shift policies 
 Walking, cycling and wheeling policies 
 Environmental policies 
 Resilience, safety and making better use policies 
 Interchange and integration policies 

FEEDBACK RECEIVED ON POLICIES 

3.6.3 The consultation survey asked for feedback on how effective the proposed policies would be in 
addressing the challenges faced in the region. The following section sets out the feedback received 
on the relevance of the policies.   
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LAND-USE PLANNING POLICIES  
3.6.4 Figure 3-9 shows the feedback responses to the land-use planning policies. The results show that 

the majority of respondents believe that the land-use planning policies are ‘neither effective nor 
ineffective’ (31%). Of the respondents who showed partiality, there is a relatively even split between 
‘somewhat effective’ (22%), ‘somewhat ineffective’ (20%) and ‘very ineffective’ (21%). Only a further 
6% of respondents said that the land-use planning policies are ‘very effective’. This demonstrates 
that responses to the land-use policies are mixed but on balance more ineffective than effective in 
terms of addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales. This demonstrates the need for behaviour 
change policies to educate on the benefits of implementing land use planning policies.  

Figure 3-9 - Land-use planning policies feedback 
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ACCESSIBILITY POLICIES  
3.6.5 Figure 3-10 shows the feedback responses to the accessibility policies. There is a relatively even 

number of responses between those who believe the accessibility policies are overall effective 
(36%) and ineffective (40%). However, there is a slightly higher proportion of respondents noting the 
policies to be ineffective (18% said ‘very ineffective’, while only 7% said ‘very effective’). This shows 
that, overall, the accessibility policies are believed to be largely ineffective in addressing the 
challenges faced by Mid Wales. This demonstrates the need for behaviour change policies to 
educate on the benefits of implementing accessibility policies. 

Figure 3-10 - Accessibility policies feedback  
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BEHAVIOUR CHANGE POLICIES  
3.6.6 Figure 3-11 shows the feedback responses to the behaviour change policies. The data 

demonstrates that the majority of respondents believe the behaviour change policies are ‘very 
ineffective’ (30%). This is closely followed by ‘neither effective nor ineffective’ responses (26%) and 
‘somewhat effective’ responses (23%) with 5% of respondents choosing ‘very effective’. Overall, 
respondents believe the behaviour change policies are ineffective in addressing the challenges 
faced by Mid Wales. This demonstrates the need to bring forward behaviour change policies.  

Figure 3-11 - Behaviour change policies feedback  
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STRATEGIC CONNECTIVITY POLICIES 
3.6.7 Figure 3-12 shows the feedback responses to the strategic connectivity policies. The data 

demonstrates that the majority of respondents believe the strategic connectivity policies are 
‘somewhat effective’ (30%) and a further 7% think they are ‘very effective’. Slightly fewer 
respondents agreed that the policies are overall ineffective, with 22% responses ‘somewhat 
ineffective’ and 20% ‘very ineffective’. This shows that respondents believe the strategic connectivity 
policies are effective in addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales. 

Figure 3-12 - Strategic connectivity policies 
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MODAL SHIFT POLICIES  
3.6.8 Figure 3-13 shows the feedback responses to the modal shift policies. The results show that the 

majority of respondents believe the modal shift policies are ‘neither effective nor ineffective’ (28%). 
Of the respondents who showed partiality, 46% said they were ineffective (23% for ‘very ineffective’ 
and 23% for ‘somewhat ineffective’) while only 26% said they were effective (6% for ‘very effective’ 
and 20% for ‘somewhat effective’). This shows that while opinions on the policies are mixed overall, 
there is notably more agreement that they are more on the ineffective side in terms of addressing 
the challenges faced by Mid Wales. This demonstrates the need for behaviour change policies to 
educate on the benefits of implementing modal shift policies. 

Figure 3-13 - Modal shift policies feedback 
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WALKING, CYCLING AND WHEELING POLICIES 
3.6.9 Figure 3-14 shows the feedback responses to the modal shift policies. There is a relatively even split 

between the proportion of respondents who said the walking, cycling and wheeling policies are ‘very 
ineffective’ (26%), ‘somewhat effective’ (25%) and ‘somewhat ineffective' (23%). However, only 6% 
noted that they are ‘very effective’. The results demonstrate that respondents believe the walking, 
cycling and wheeling policies to be ineffective in addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales. 
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This demonstrates the need for behaviour change policies to educate on the benefits of 
implementing walking, cycling and wheeling policies. 

Figure 3-14 - Walking, cycling and wheeling policies feedback 
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES 
3.6.10 Figure 3-15 shows the feedback responses to the environmental policies. There is a relatively even 

number of responses between those who believe the environmental policies are overall effective 
(36%) and ineffective (40%). However, there is a slightly higher proportion of respondents strongly 
agreeing with the policies being ineffective (23% said ‘very ineffective’, while only 9% said ‘very 
effective’). This shows that, overall, respondents believe the environmental policies are ineffective in 
addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales. This demonstrates the need for behaviour change 
policies to educate on the benefits of implementing environmental policies. 

Figure 3-15 - Environmental policies feedback 
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RESILIENCE, SAFETY AND MAKING BETTER USE POLICIES 
3.6.11 Figure 3-16 shows the feedback responses to the resilience, safety and making better use of public 

transport policies. The results show that the majority of respondents think the policies are ‘neither 
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effective nor ineffective’ (27%). Of the respondents who showed partiality, there is an even split 
between ‘somewhat effective’, ‘somewhat ineffective’, and ‘very ineffective’ (22% each). However, 
only 8% noted ‘very effective’. This shows that while opinions on the policies are mixed overall, there 
is slightly more agreement that they are more on the ineffective side in terms of addressing the 
challenges faced by Mid Wales. This demonstrates the need for behaviour change policies to 
educate on the benefits of implementing resilience, safety and making better use policies. 

Figure 3-16 - Resilience, safety and making better use policies feedback 
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INTERCHANGE AND INTEGRATION  
3.6.12 Figure 3-17 shows the feedback responses to the interchange and integration policies. There is a 

relatively even split between the proportion of respondents who said the interchange and integration 
policies are ‘somewhat effective’ and ‘somewhat ineffective’ (24% each) and ‘neither effective nor 
ineffective’ and ‘very ineffective’ (22% each). The results therefore show that overall, respondents 
believe the interchange and integration policies are ineffective in addressing the challenges faced by 
Mid Wales. This demonstrates the need for behaviour change policies to educate on the benefits of 
implementing interchange and integration policies. 

Figure 3-17 - Interchange and integration policies feedback 
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SUMMARY  
3.6.13 The survey results suggest the best performing policies are the accessibility policies, strategic 

connectivity policies, and environmental policies. These top performing policies all received positive 
responses for effectiveness (36% each). Out of these, the environmental policies received the most 
‘very effective’ responses (6%).  

3.6.14 The walking, cycling and wheeling policies were identified as the most ineffective (48% of 
respondents) in addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales.  

3.6.15 Overall, all nine policy groups were deemed more ineffective than effective, with the number of 
responses for ‘somewhat ineffective’ and ‘very ineffective’ being significantly higher than that of 
‘effective’. Whilst this shows that those completing the survey considered some of the polices to be 
ineffective this does not necessitate the need to change them. It is not the policies that are wrong to 
take forward effective change but rather the public’s understand of what is involved and what is 
needed to bring about change. Therefore, this demonstrates the need for behaviour change policies 
to be brought forward to deliver the MWRTP objectives.  
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3.7 RTDP SCHEMES  
3.7.1 The Regional Transport Delivery Plan (RTDP) is a capital grant funded programme of a prioritised 

list of the specific schemes and projects in the region that the Mid Wales CJC local authorities intend 
to progress to help achieve the MWRTP objectives and to implement the WTS at a regional level.  

3.7.2 The RTDP focuses on those short-term projects and schemes that are priorities for the next five 
years up to 2030. However, some medium and longer-term proposals are also included within the 
MWRTP, to ensure that such schemes are identified for development funding where necessary and 
to ensure an ongoing programme of MWRTP schemes is progressed.  

3.7.3 Schemes within the RTDP have been categorised as follows:  

 Strategic Connectivity (SC). 

 Walking, Cycling and Wheeling (WCW). 

 Public Transport and Integration (PTI). 

 Road Safety (RS). 

 Greener vehicles (GV). 

 Community Transport (CT).  

 Behaviour Change (BC). 

FEEDBACK ON SCHEMES  

3.7.4 Members of the public were asked for their views on how effective proposed schemes contained 
within the RTDP would be in addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales. The following section 
sets out the feedback received on the relevance of the schemes.  
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STRATEGIC CONNECTIVITY SCHEMES 
3.7.5 Figure 3-18 shows the feedback responses to the strategic connectivity schemes. The results 

demonstrate that a significant proportion of respondents believe the policies are ‘neither effective 
nor ineffective’ (27%). Of the respondents who showed partiality, a further 27% believed the 
schemes are ‘somewhat effective’ while 6% said they are ‘very effective’. However, there was a 
slightly higher proportion of respondents noting the scheme as ineffective, including 16% for 
‘somewhat ineffective’ and 23% for ‘very ineffective’. The results therefore show that overall, 
respondents believe the strategic connectivity schemes are more ineffective than they are effective 
in addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales, although this is by a slight margin.  

Figure 3-18 - Strategic Connectivity schemes feedback 
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WALKING, CYCLING AND WHEELING SCHEMES  
3.7.6 Figure 3-19 shows the feedback responses to the walking, cycling and wheeling schemes. There is 

a relatively even split between the results. The proportion of respondents who said the schemes are 
‘somewhat effective’ and ‘very ineffective’ was 25% (each), with a further 21% (each) noting they are 
‘neither effective nor ineffective’ or ‘somewhat ineffective’. The results therefore demonstrate that 
overall, respondents believe the walking, cycling and wheeling schemes are overall ineffective in 
addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales. 

Figure 3-19 - Walking, cycling and wheeling schemes feedback 
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT AND INTEGRATION SCHEMES  
3.7.7 Figure 3-20 shows the feedback responses to the public transport and integration schemes. The 

results demonstrate that the majority of respondents believe the public transport and integration 
schemes are 'somewhat effective' (28%), with a further 11% noting they are 'very effective'. 
However, the overall proportion of respondents believe the schemes are ineffective is slightly higher 
(45%), which is relatively evenly split between 'somewhat ineffective' (21%) or 'very ineffective' 
(24%). The results therefore show that overall, respondents believe the public transport and 
integration schemes are ineffective in addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales.  

Figure 3-20 - Public transport and integration schemes 
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ROAD SAFETY SCHEMES  
3.7.8 Figure 3-21 shows the feedback responses to the road safety schemes. The results demonstrate 

that the majority of respondents believe that the land-use planning policies are ‘neither effective nor 
ineffective’ (30%). Of the respondents, who showed partiality, there is a relatively even split between 
‘somewhat effective’ (22%), ‘somewhat ineffective’ (18%) and ‘very ineffective’ (23%). A further 8% 
of respondents noted that the road safety scheme are ‘very effective’. This shows that responses to 
the road safety schemes are mixed but on balance more ineffective in terms of addressing the 
challenges faced by Mid Wales. 
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Figure 3-21 - Road safety schemes feedback 
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RESILIENCE OF THE TRANSPORT NETWORK SCHEMES 
3.7.9 Figure 3-22 shows the feedback responses to the road safety schemes. The results demonstrate 

that a slight majority of respondents believe that the resilience schemes are ‘neither effective nor 
ineffective’ (28%). Of the respondents who showed partiality, more noted they were ineffective than 
effective (24%) with 23% noting they were 'somewhat ineffective' and 'very ineffective', respectively, 
while 17% noted they were 'somewhat effective' and only 8% responded that they were 'very 
effective'. The results therefore show that overall, respondents believe the resilience schemes are 
ineffective in addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales. 

Figure 3-22 - Resilience of the transport network schemes feedback 
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GREENER VEHICLES SCHEMES  
3.7.10 Figure 3-23 shows the feedback responses to the green vehicle’s schemes. The results 

demonstrate that a large proportion of respondents believe the greener vehicles scheme are 'very 
ineffective' (25%), with a further 18% noting they are 'somewhat ineffective'. In contrast, only 20% of 
respondents believe the schemes are 'somewhat effective' and only 9% believe they are 'very 
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effective'. The results therefore show that overall, respondents believe the greener vehicles 
schemes are ineffective in addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales. 

Figure 3-23 - Greener vehicles schemes feedback 
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COMMUNITY TRANSPORT SCHEMES 
3.7.11 Figure 3-24 shows the feedback responses to the community transport schemes. The results show 

that there is a relatively even split between respondents who think the schemes are 'somewhat 
ineffective' (21%), 'very ineffective' (25%) and 'somewhat effective' (23%). A further 11% noted they 
were 'very effective'. Overall, the results show that respondents believe the community transport 
schemes are ineffective in addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales. 

Figure 3-24 - Community transport schemes feedback 
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BEHAVIOUR CHANGE SCHEMES 
3.7.12 Figure 3-25 shows the feedback responses to the behaviour change schemes. The results show 

that a similar number of respondents believe the behaviour change schemes are 'somewhat 
effective' (21%) and 'somewhat ineffective' (20%). However, there is a significant difference in those 
choosing 'very effective' (7%) and 'very ineffective' (29%), with 'very ineffective' making up the 
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majority of the responses overall. The results therefore show that respondents believe the behaviour 
change schemes are ineffective in addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales. 

Figure 3-25 - Behaviour change schemes feedback  
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SUMMARY  
3.7.13 The survey results demonstrate that the respondents believed that the public transport schemes will 

be most effective in addressing the challenges faced by Mid Wales. Of which 39% of respondents 
believed the public transport schemes were effective in addressing the challenges faced by Mid 
Wales.  

3.7.14 The behaviour change schemes were noted to be most ineffective, of which 49% of respondents 
voted they would not be effective in addressing the challenges.  

3.7.15 Overall, all eight scheme categories were deemed more ineffective than effective, with the number 
of responses for ‘somewhat ineffective’ and ‘very ineffective’ being significantly higher than that of 
‘effective’. 
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3.8 GENERAL FEEDBACK  
3.8.1 Alongside specific questions on the MWRTP objectives, policies and schemes, several open-ended 

questions were asked including: 

 Are there any other issues that the Mid Wales region faces that should be captured in the 
MWRTP? 

 Are there any other comments you would like to make about the MWRTP? 

3.8.2 There were several common themes which were identified in these open-ended questions. These 
included:  

 Scepticism towards the MWRTP: Some respondents were sceptical about whether the 
schemes in the plan would be delivered in reality.   

 Enhancements to bus services: There was a strong desire for to enhance the reliability 
and affordability of bus services.  

 Public transport integration: Feedback indicated that there should be further measures to 
improve bus and rail integration across the region.  

 Rurality of Mid Wales: Respondents expressed concerns particularly around the walking, 
cycling and wheeling schemes and whether these would be suitable in rural areas.  

 Feasibility of Active Travel Targets: Questions were raised about whether the promotion 
of walking, cycling and wheeling would achieve the desired outcomes. 

 Scheme delivery: Several respondents were concerned about the funding routes for the 
proposed schemes set out in the MWRTP. 

 Scheme support: Reservations that the MWRTP could be implemented without the level of 
support needed by Welsh Government.   

 Length and complexity of the plan: Respondents expressed concerns about the MWRTP 
being too lengthy and complex. 

 Length and complexity of the survey: Feedback indicated that the consultation survey 
was too long and complicated to provide sufficient comments.  
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4 NEXT STEPS 

4.1 FIVE WAYS OF WORKING  
4.1.1 In line with the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, the Five Ways of Working has 

been central to the development of the MWRTP, taking into account the impact of the MWRTP on 
people living and visiting Mid Wales. Figure 4-1 sets out how the consultation has aligned to the Five 
Ways of Working.  

Figure 4-1 - Five Ways of Working and consultation 
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4.2 UPDATES TO THE MWRTP  
4.2.1 Using the feedback received during the MWRTP public consultation, Table 4-1 sets out the updates 

which have been made to the MWRTP and associated documents including the Monitoring and 
Evaluation Plan. Table 4-2 sets out the updates which have been made to the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA).   

Table 4-1 - Updates to the MWRTP 

Feedback Action 

Scheme WCW-4: Montgomery Canal 
Greenway (Multi user route) - The 
implementation of a walking, cycling and 
wheeling route along the Montgomery Canal 
(Welshpool to Llanymynech). This route will 
require the lifting of 4 road bridges.  
The following feedback was received for this 
scheme:  
 The scheme should be updated to 

incorporate paddling and boating.  
 The route of the canal should be 

updated to extend between Welshpool, 
Newtown and Llanymynech  

 There would be significant ecological 
damage if the four road bridges were 
lifted. Reference to this should be 
removed from the scheme description.  

Reference to Scheme WCW-4 has been 
updated to: 
 Montgomery Canal Greenway (Multi user 

route): The implementation of a walking, 
cycling, wheeling and boating route 
along the Montgomery Canal 
(Welshpool, Newtown to Llanymynech) 
to unlock the maximum economic benefit 
and deliver an active travel route 
between the towns of Welshpool and 
Newtown. 

Resilience, safety and making better use policy 
- Res1 should be updated to include reference 
to the emerging Welsh Government Road 
Safety Partnership Plan. 

Res1 has been updated to: 
 Continue to deliver measures and 

interventions to reduce the number and 
severity of road traffic collisions and 
improve road safety, aligning to the 
approach set out in the emerging Road 
Safety Partnership Plan. 

Some of the policies do not explain how 
economic development, housing development 
and town planning would be supported through 
the delivery of the MWRTP schemes.  
 
 

The following policies have been updated to 
ensure they demonstrate how these themes will 
be delivered: 
 Land Use Policy - LUP1 
 Land Use Policy - LUP2 
 Land Use Policy - LUP4 
 Land Use Policy - LUP5 
 Behaviour Change Policy - Beh2 
 Behaviour Change Policy - Beh3 
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 Strategic Connectivity Policy - Conn6 
 Strategic Connectivity Policy - Conn13 

Further reference should be made to 
community transport in the MWRTP policies.   

 Acc6 policy has been updated to include 
reference to community transport services. It 
has also been noted in the RTP that community 
transport should continue to be funded directly 
by Welsh Government.  

Wales National Travel Survey should be 
included within the MWRTP Monitoring and 
Evaluation Plan as a method of data collection.   

 The MWRTP Monitoring and Evaluation Plan 
has been updated to include the Wales National 
Travel Survey.  

The proposed schemes within the MWRTP 
should be assessed based on both the scheme 
objectives and deliverability, not just the 
scheme objectives.  
 

The Welsh Government Prioritisation Tool has 
been used to re-assess the long list of schemes 
against the scheme objectives and deliverability. 
The RTDP has been updated to set out the new 
prioritisation of the schemes. The MWRTP 
Appendix 8 – Prioritisation Tool Note has also 
been updated to reflect these changes.   

The RTDP should set out the local authority or 
funding body responsible for the scheme 
delivery.  

The RTDP has been updated to categorise the 
schemes into the following themes based on 
their ownership and funding routes: 
 Local Authority Delivered Schemes 
 Local Authority Studies 
 Welsh Government Delivered Schemes 

including Transport for Wales 
 Other funders   

A sequenced delivery funding programme 
should be set out for all proposed schemes 
within the MWRTP.   

A sequenced delivery funding programme has 
been set out for the MWRTP Local Authority 
Delivered Schemes.   

Absence of ecological considerations in the 
regional and local policies, plans and studies 
review.  

Consideration and inclusion of the Natural 
Resources Wales / Mid Wales Area Statement 
in the policy review of the RTP.  

Case for change summary does not consider 
the impact of flooding on communities and 
their integration into wider society.  

Consideration has been given to flooding and its 
ability to isolate rural communities, impacting on 
access to services in the RTP.  

Evidence sources have not been considered in 
the summary of key issues such as the 
resilience of the transport network.  

Key evidence sources were added to the Case 
for Change Summary of the RTP. 

Resilience, safety and making better use policy 
- Res 5 does not consider the impact of 
flooding on infrastructure.  

Policy updated to make reference to flooding 
and its impact on infrastructure.  
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Some policies and their links to issues and 
opportunities needed to be strengthened.  

Additional opportunities and key issues were 
highlighted in policies.  

The Monitoring and Evaluation Plan does not 
contain biodiversity indicators as a monitoring 
measure. 

Biodiversity indicators have been added to the 
monitoring measures which could be used to 
assess the objective – To reduce the 
environmental impacts of transport, such as 
trough a reduction in the use of fossil fuels, an 
increase in the use of ultra-low emissions 
vehicles and improved digital connectivity. 

Table 4-2 - Updates to the SEA  

Feedback Action 

For existing schemes it would be useful to 
know whether all existing outfalls are mapped, 
which ones have SUDS schemes and whether 
there are any plans around opportunities to 
retrofit SUDS for water quality benefits (this 
could be targeted at those roads with highest 
traffic density). 

Table 3-1 in the SEA has been updated to 
include opportunities for SuDS. Potential to 
retrofit SuDS will be looked at on a case by case 
basis during planning stage/detailed design. 

Suggest reference Plan level HRA for SEA5 
(EIA and Habitats Regulations Assessment 
both relevant at Project level) in Table 8-1 
To note Net Biodiversity Benefit (NBB) is 
Wales’s version of Biodiversity Net Gain, 
therefore these references require updating 
throughout from Biodiversity net gain (BNG)   

Table 8-1 of the SEA has been updated to 
include the requirement for Plan Level HRA. 
All references to BNG have been updated to 
NBB in the SEA.  

Clarity on who is responsible for each 
monitoring measure, and measures that 
capture the significant effects, as well as the 
uncertain 

It is unclear who will be undertaking the 
monitoring therefore text has been added to 
state that responsibility will be assigned. Text 
has also been updated to include monitoring for 
significant effects. 

SEA8 – Flood Risk – Would be beneficial to 
include some of the targets from the SFRA to 
list so it is clear what is being monitored. There 
is also crossover with SEA11 

Reference to SEA8 in the SEA has been added 
to Working With Natural Processes and Site 
Level Flood Risk Mitigation, both of which are 
included in the SFRA. 

SEA9: Water Quality & Soil – It is unclear by 
‘Coordinate with NRW’ what monitoring is 
proposed.  

Reference to NRW monitoring soil has been 
removed from SEA9 in the SEA and text added 
that NRW WFD water quality monitoring data 
will be used to check for water quality changes.  

For Noise and Air Quality in the SEA both 
appraisal questions include suggestions to 
incorporate nature based solutions to improve 
air quality and reduce noise pollution it is not 

Reference has been added to monitor the 
number of interventions which includes green 
infrastructure. 
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clear how these have been picked up in the 
Monitoring.    

SEA11 Climate Change Resilience – Other 
extreme weather impacts could also be 
monitored (extreme heat, power outages, 
wildfire) and further detail of what would be 
measured to understand the resilience (e.g. 
length of time of rail track closures as well as 
number of instances). The number of green 
infrastructure or SuDS schemes implemented 
through MWRTP schemes would also be a 
useful measure. 

Reference has been added to green 
infrastructure or SuDS Schemes in SEA11. 
Reference to monitoring for heatwaves has 
been included in SEA11.  
Further detail has been included on measures 
could be used to understand resilience.  

4.2.4 Feedback was received on the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) around the need for further 
screening of schemes such as Ystwyth Trail Extension – Cors Caron to Tregaron and Tynygraig, 
Montgomery Canal Greenway, Supporting Rail Freight Projects, Upgrade of Glasbury Bridge and 
Strategic Road Network Improvements. Detailed assessment and screening of these schemes will 
be undertaken as part of the HRA Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment as part of WelTAG process.    

4.3 NEXT STEPS  
4.3.1 Following these updates the draft MWRTP will be taken to the Corporate Joint Committee and 

Welsh Government for agreement and sign off. The final MWRTP will then be published in Spring 
2025.  
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Appendix A – Public Consultation Survey 
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